Type of rectal contents and infectivity of domiciliary populations of Triatoma infestans (Hemiptera: Reduviidae) in Argentina.
Different types of rectal content in domiciliary populations of Triatoma infestans (Hemiptera: Reduviidae: Triatominae) were associated with differences in the degree of infection with Trypanosoma (Schizotrypanum) cruzi. Field studies were carried out in a region of Argentina (Cordoba) where Chagas' disease is endemic. The rectal contents of domiciliary T. infestans were classified by color (clear, yellow, or brown) and the number of infective metacyclic stages of T. cruzi. The seasonal percentage of triatomines with metacyclics did not vary significantly, except in adults, in which it was greatest in spring (November-December). The mean density of T. cruzi per microliter of rectal material varied during the year, according to instar and color of the rectal contents. Clear recta had most metacyclics. December (late spring) may be more important for vectorial transmission of T. cruzi, because there are more infective adults (788) with higher counts of rectal metacyclics.